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PRINTING AND BOOK PUBLISHING IN CHINA 


Wu Heng Kang 


I. PRINTING 


China is a country with an ancient civilization. Our ancestors 
created a most brilliant culture in the world. Paper and printing are 
known as “the mother of civilization”. The invention of paper making 
and printing in ancient China gave strong impetus to‘China’s cultural 
development and made a significant contribution to that of other 
countries as well. 


The prolonged years of feudal rule in China often caused 
stagnation in China’s economic, political and cultural development. 
But following the industrial revolution in the 18th century, printing 
technique in Europe developed by leaps and bounds along with 
advances in the field of science and technology as a whole and.went 
far ahead of the traditional printing method created by China. 


The founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949 brought 
great vitality to the development of China’s printing industry. While 
devoting themselves to the nation’s socialist reform and economic and 
cultural development, the Communist Party of China and the People’s 
Government paid great attention and provided strong support to the 
development of printing capacity and technology, thus bringing about 
a thriving scene in the industry. Unfortunately, China was plunged 
into chaos by the wrongly initiated “cultural revolution” in 1966, and 
the development of printing industry was virtually brought to a halt. 
The gap between China and the developed countries in the printing 


industry, a legacy left over from history, was further widened. 


The decade of turmoil came to an end in 1976. Since 1979, the 
focus of our work has been shifted to the socialist modernization after 
thoroughly negating the “cultural revolution” and great achievements 
were made in the short span of 6 years. China’s printing industry was 
again back on the right track of planned development and made 
unprecedented progress. 


Achievements 


China’s achievements in the printing and related industries over 
the past 35 years may be summarized as follows: 


e A comprehensive system of printing industry has been built 
throughout the cities and countryside, equipped with fairly complete 
branches of technique and capable of serving different trades. There 
are now over 10,000 printing houses of various sizes with a total staff 
of nearly one million. The printing output throughout the country in 
1984 was 32.48 million reams of paper: 48.5 times that of 1950; an 
increase of 209% over that of 1976 (average annual increase of 15%); 
and an increase of 106% over that of 1978 (average annual increase 
of 10%). 


e A printing machine-building industry of a considerable scale has 
also been established capable of meeting most of the domestic needs 
with a small surplus for export. Output in 1984 was 31,000 machines 
with a total weight of 40,000 tons. 


e A fair-sized paper-making industry has been built, capable of 
supplying most of the domestic printing needs with a small amount for 
export. Paper production of various types reached 7 million tons in 
1984. 


© Self-sufficiency has been basically attained in the production of 
printing ink, film and other materials. 


e A national institute of high learning specialized in printing, the 
Beijing Institute of Printing, has been established. The Shaanxi 
Institute of Mechanical Engineering has under it a department of 
printing equipment. Shanghai has a full-time vocational college of 
printing. Shanghai, Beijing and Liaoning each has a secondary school 


specialized in printing. Secondary vocational schools and technical 
schools of printing have been set up in some cities and provinces. 


© There are now 14 independent research institutes of printing 
technology with a staff of some 1,000, 40 per cent of whom are 
engineers and others of even higher academic level. The Ministry of 
Machine Building has under it a research institute of printing 
machines. The People’s Bank of China has under it a research institute 
of printing. Some universities (such as Beijing University) and large 
printing houses have undertaken their own research programmes of 
printing technology. Beijing University has already developed a 
computer-laser composition system for Chinese characters. 


© There is now one publishing house specialized in publishing 
books on printing and several periodicals devoted to printing. Over 
300 different books related to printing have been published in the past 


30 years or more. 


e Both the management of China’s printing industry and the supply 
of printing equipment and materials have improved. Contacts and 
cooperation among printing professionals are being strengthened. 


Needs 


While these are hard-won achievements, there still exist quite a 
few difficulties and problems in our work. The main ones are: existing 
printing capacity is inadequate; the equipment is outdated and 
technologically backward; the quality of paper, printing ink and film 
leaves much to be desired; the varieties are incomplete; the technical 
force needs to be strengthened and expertise needs updating. 
Consequently, Chinese publishing houses find it extremely difficult to 
get the large amount of edited manuscripts printed on schedule. 
Hence the long delay in the publication of books. The time needed to 
publish a new book is quite long, while the reprint of books is often 
put off and many useful books are out of stock. 


SR 
Printing is closely related to the economic and cultural life of the 
people. China’s socialist modernization programme includes the 
modernization of printing which is in turn essential to the former’s 
success. In recent years there has been an increase in contacts between 
Chinese printing professionals and their foreign counterparts. 
Academic and technological exchanges have also increased, and 


Chinese printers have learned many new things. With the expansion 
of trade, some new equipment have been introduced. However, much 
remains to be done in this respect. Personnel and technological 
exchanges and trade ties are far from adequate. Still more remains to 
be done in the field of absorbing foreign funds. It is imperative to 
redouble efforts. 


We look forward to learning from the experience of our 
colleagues of other countries in the domain of book production, to 
improving mutual understanding, and to exploring possible ways to 
upgrade the quality and quantity of book production. - 


IE PUBLISHING 


China, a civilized ancient country with a long history and cultural 
tradition, was the first to invent paper and the art of printing. Book 
publication has contributed to the preservation of the brilliant ancient 
Chinese culture, which is a great treasure of human civilization. 


Before the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, 
the publication business developed very slowly. But since 1949 it has 
made a fairly large progress. 


The Publishing Administration led by the Culture Ministry has 
played an important role in this respect. It supervises the 
implementation of state policies, guidelines, regulations and decrees 
regarding publication, coordinates the working reletionship among 
publishing, printing and distribution, and promotes their 
development. 


Publishing Houses 


In 1984, there were more than 330 publishing houses in the whole 
country (excluding Taiwan Province). In the capital, Beijing, the 
national centre of publication, there are now 140 publishing houses 
led respectively by the Ministry of Culture, other State Council 
departments and nation-wide non-governmental organizations. 
Shanghai, the largest city in China, has always been an important base 
for publication, where there are 16 publishing houses. There are 
publishing houses in all the other provinces, autonomous regions and 
municipalities directly under the central government. Some of them 
have three or four, the minimum is one. 


The one hundred and more publishing houses in Beijing have a 
division of labour according to the different branches of learning or 
different categories of books to be published. There are also 
publishing houses devoted to one specific section of renders, such as 
China Youth Publishing House, the Worker’s Press, etc. China shows 
great care for the growth of children. Nine juveniles and children’s 
publishing houses have been established throughout the country. 


China is a multi-national country. The people’s government has 
always attached great importance to the cultural development of the 
minority nationalities and the publication of books in their languages. 
In Beijing, there is a Translation Bureau for the languages of minority 
nationalities and a Nationalities Publishing House. In areas inhabited 
by minority nationalities, there are 22 publishing houses for books in 
the languages of the respective nationalities. The state subsidizes the 
publication and distribution of reading materials in the languages of 
the minority nationalities. 


With the development of education in China, the publication of 
textbooks occupies an important place in the whole publishing 
business. Last year, more than 6,216 textbooks of various types were 
published and used in schools (over 200 million students). High and 
primary school textbooks are written by noted experts invited by the 
Ministry of Education, published by the People’s Education 
Publishing Houses under a unified plan and printed and distributed in 
the respective provinces. University and college textbooks are 
published by publishing houses specializing in the respective subjects. 
Many university presses have been set up to meet the needs of teaching 
and scientific research. 


Larger publishing houses have a staff of three or four hundred or 
more; smaller ones have less than 100. All of them have editing, 
publishing and administrative departments under them. In recent 
years distribution departments have been established to handle mail 
orders and wholesale purchases. Many influential writers and scholars 
have become part-time leading members or editors of publishing 
houses, which have established close working relations with experts 
and scholars in the related fields. Publication plans are determined by 
the publishing houses themselves without interference from 
administrative organs. In the work of publication, publisher adhere to 
the policy of serving the people and socialism, attach importance to 
the social effects of publications and encourage the publication of fine 


reading materials. With regard to the contents of the books, allowance 
is given to different academic views and the free development of 
different styles and schools of thought. Writers and authors have 
permanent occupations and fixed salaries of their own and, in 
addition, they get remuneration from publishing houses for their 
writings. 


Production Volume 


During the period from the founding of the People’s Republic in 
October 1949 to the end of 1984, an aggregate total of some 480,000 
titles of books have been published. The total number of distributed 
copies was nearly 90 billion. 


As the emphasis of work shifted to socialist modernization since 
1979, fairly rapid progress has been achieved in various fields. In 1984, 
China published a total of 40,000 titles of books—an increase of 12.3% 
over that of 1983 — totaling some 6.25 millions 6f copies, using 26 
millions of printed sheets. Total impression increased by 7.7%, total 
printed sheets by 12.1%. The total amount paid for books was 2.4 
billion. 


Pricing : 


Publication in China is not aimed at profit making. Basically, a 
policy of low profit is applied. Back in the early period of the founding 
of the People’s Republic, the Government set a unified standard for 
fixing book prices. The standard of fixed price for high and primary 
school textbooks is the lowest. Also fairly low is the standard of fixed 
prices for children’s books, readers of popular knowledge, art and 
literary works, political documents and books on ordinary social 
sciences, which are in large circulation, in order to alleviate the burden 
of the readers and facilitate the wider dissemination of knowledge. 
The fixed price for each printed sheet is now RMB 0.075 to 0.26 yuan. 
In 1950, our government made a decision to unify the retail prices of 
books thoughout the country. The same kind of books are charged the 
unified invariable fixed price by the local Xinhua Bookstore, even 
though the books are shipped from Beijing or Shanghai to such remote 
areas as Tibet or Xinjiang and when the distribution fees exceed the 
book prices themselves owing to long-distance transportation. The 
distribution fees in excess of the cost are subsidized by the Head Office 
of Xinhua Bookstore at the end of each year. 


In 1984, there were over 10,000 printing houses of various sizes 
with a total staff of nearly one million. The largest of them, the Beijing 
Xinhua Press, had a staff of 3,700. The printing output was 32.48 
inillion ream of paper, 48.5 times that of 1950. 


Most of the books published in China are distributed by Xinhua 
Bookstore, which is owned by the whole people. Now the Store has a 
total of 6,722 retail centres spread all over the country. In the vast 
areas of the countryside, the local Xinhua Bookstores entrust the rural 
marketing and supply cooperatives with the sale of books. There are 
more than 64,000 book-sale centres attached to the rural cooperatives 
throughout the country. In the past two or three years, over 6,000 
collective or private-owned book stores, book stalls have been set up 
in cities and rural towns. In addition, more than a hundred publishing 
houses are selling books directly to the readers, the amount of such 
sales accounting for 2% of total book sales of all the bookstores in the 
country. 


The books produced by the publishing houses are sold to the 
first-grade wholesale departments of Xinhua Bookstore at 70% of the 
fixed prices. The package and transportation fees are borne by the 
first-grade wholesale departments. i 


Rights 


The state protects the proper rights and interests of writers and 
translators. 


For first-edition books, the publishing house pays the writers or 
translators percentage royalties in addition to the basic remuneration 
paid according to the number of written words. More percentage 
royalties will be paid when the book is reprinted. The basic 
remuneration for manuscripts is RMB 3-10 yuan per thousand words, 
the highest being 20 yuan per thousand for those scientific works of 
great academic value. Percentage royalty is paid at a certain 
percentage of the total amount of basic remuneration. The percentage 
royalty is approximately 50% of the basic remuneration for books less 
than 0.5 million printed copies; approximately 70% of the basic 
remuneration for books less than 1 million printed copies. 


China started its cooperation with foreign countries in the field 
of publication from 1979. At present, more than 40 Chinese publishing 


houses have concluded over 120 contracts for joint publication with 
more than 70 publishing establishments in 12 countries (including 
Japan, U.S., U.K.) as well as Hong Kong and Macao. More than 400 
titles of books and journals have been planned for joint publication, 
and over 20 of them have already been published. Joint-published 
books cover a wide variety of subjects; they include pictorials on 


tourism, architecture, historical relics, arts and handicrafts, zoology 


and botany, as well as works on literature, history, science and 
technology and multi-volume reference books. 


Many of the joint-published books are very popular among the 
readers of various countries. For instance, the pictorial “Travel in 
China” jointly published by China and Japan has been published in 
300-400 thousand copies. 


The two parties to the joint publication base themselves on the 
principle of equality and mutual benefit and adopt diversified forms 
of cooperation. For instance, some books are edited by a Chinese 
publishing house and printed by a foreign one, bearing the names of 
both publishers. In some cases, a Chinese publishing house accepts a 
book manuscript edited by a foreign publishing establishment for joint 
publication. The Head Office of China National Publishing Industry 
Trading Corporation in Beijing (with branch offices in Tianjin, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou) deals with the export of books and printing 
materials and undertakes joint publication with foreign countries. The 
import and export of books are also undertaken by Guoji Shudian 
(International Bookstore) and China National Corporation for Import 
and Export of Books. 


“BOOK DEVELOPMENTS?’ is a series of occasional papers 
dealing with issues and conditions relating to the Asian book world. 
Its aim is to provide information or share insights regarding problems 
as well as acheivements in the fields of book publishing, book 
distribution, book promotion and related topics. Its scope includes 
both technical and environmental factors which influence the 
development of book industries: software and hardware, copyright 
laws and their enforcement, policies and programmes, innovative 
approaches, human and technical resources. 


For further information, write to: 
The Unesco Regional Office — Karachi 
P.O. Box 8950 
Karachi—29, Pakistan 


Phones: 416428 & 410754 
Cables: UNESCO KARACHI 
Telex: 25044 UNESC PK 


